[Papers in English on the History of Anesthesia in Japan Published in a Period between 1950 and 2010].
The origin of the history of anesthesia in Japan dates back to 1804 when Seishu Hanaoka administered the first general anesthesia for breast cancer surgery; however, academic anesthesiology was not established in Japan until Meyer Saklad, a member of the Unitar- ian Service Committee medical mission, introduced modern anesthesiology in 1950 into the country. Therefore, it is rational that there was no study of the history of anesthesiology before 1950 in Japan. It was after the mid-1980's that papers in English of the his- torical study of the specialty appeared in journals. A total of 21 papers on the subjects were reviewed.